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FOREWORD 


For the Swiss ancestry, I am indebted to Dr. Alfred Ernst, 
Bueritus Professor of Botany of the University of Zurich, 
whose father, Dr. Heinrich Ernst, had done much research 
into the family. His account adds several generations to 
our line and corrects dates dealing with Heinrich Ernst's 
arrival in this country. Dr. Ernst also sent me, besides 
generous and enlightening comments of his own, his father's 
book, published in 1924; DATTLIKON: Geschichte einer 
kleinen zurcherischen iendgeme inde. It is to this book I 
am indebted for the wonder Pictures of spots in the 
village of Dattlikon, 


To Dr. Fritz Ernst I am grateful for his interest and his 
comments on the meaning of the family name, 


At various times I have received information on allied 
families from Rev. E. D. Worley, Matilda W. Evans, J. A. 
Kelly, E. K. Voorhees, Ivan Allen, Sr., the late Dan Stephens, 
and many others. 


Incidentally, in this account of the Earnest family, I have 
made no attempt to trace all lines but only those of most 
interest to relatives particularly know to me. I feel 

that I have written enough of the generations from Heinrich’ 
to enable most of his descendants to recognize their branches. 
Correspondence is invited. I have also thought of this as 

@ report to distant European cousins of how the descendants 

of Henirich fared in the New World. fo do the latter I 

felt it was necessary to desoribe the other families with 
whom the Earnest married. 


The Author 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
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FAMILIAR SIGHTS TO 
THE ERNSTS 
Buildings in or near 
Dattlikon 
Right, top: the home of 
Kasper Ernst 


Right, center; the churoh 
and parsonage 


Right, bottom: Burg (that 
is,castle or manorial 
hall) Bsungen, near 
Dattlikon 


Belows inside of churoh 


Rirde und" Pfarrhaus. 


_p * ; 
Las Sunere der Kirde. Chor mit Nangel; Orgel; Tanjitein. 


Burg Bpungen, 
Psco abgebroden wegen des Baines der Gifenbahu WinterthureWalbshut. 
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THE NAME ERNST 


In spite of rumors among Earnests in America that their 
family goes back to royalty and that the name is a form 

of Ariovistus (the name of the leader of the Helvetians 

who fought against Julius Caesar), the present author has 
found that his European correspondents deny this emphati- 
cally. Dre Alfred Ernst of Zurich declares, "The name 
Ernst (Earnest) goes back to the old German word Ernust 

or Krnost." But he adds that the meaning then was just 

what the name Suggests nows sinoere, earnest, etc. The 
Rektor of Heidelberg Mniversity, Dr. Fritz Ernst, has 
written to the same effect. "The old first name became 

the family name when family names were first used, About 
the origin of the name I know nothing for certain. Arnust 
or even Aringast, but I am quite sure that at the time when 
it first became a family name, the meaning of the present 
adjective ternst -- earnest -- serious! was the only one 
known.” His own family comes from Reutlingen-Metzingen 
(Wurttemberg) and has no oonnection with the Ernsts of Datt- 
likon, He has spoken to a von Ernest of the Swiss family 
and finds there is no connection there. "I am convinced," 
he says, that so many Ernst families come from origins come 
pletely independent of one another." 
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Kloster Tdéss, which dominated the Dattlikon neighborhood 
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Coat of arms of Dattlikon 


THE ERNSTS OF DATTLIKON 


The Swiss village of D&ttlikon lies in the Tdss Valley at 
the foothills of the Alps. fThe TSss River itself runs into 
the Rhine, and the countryside about the little town bears 
the typic&l Rhineland aspect; a surrounding forest of fruit 
trees, abundant vinyards nearby, and yards full of flowers, 


The inhabitants have been of German origin, descendants of 
the alamannen who came into this region in the second and 
third centuries. [In the fifth century the immigration was 
partiocularyheavy, perhaps the outstanding tribe being the 
Swabians, who were being pushed out of what is now Alsace 

by the Gauls. fatto or Tattilo seems to have been the tribal 
name from which developed the village's name; Tattilinghovun, 
In the 15th century, it had become Tattenhof, and Tattenholz 
was the name for the adjacent forest. D&ttlikon is the ul- 
timate form of the name, 


In the 7th and 8th centuries, perhaps earlier, Chistianity 
had spread into this land, which became dotted with chapels 
and churches. fhe Kloster Tiss, a convent, was established 
here by the Bishop of Kostanz in 1233. 


The name Ernst first appears in the records of D&ttlikon in 
the year 1308. In the 1318 a census shows that there were 
approximately 30 Mannlich and 32 Weiblich for a total of 62 
adults in the town's population, In the year 1634, a count 
shows that there were 46 Ernsts in pattlikon, its largest 
family. Next were the Mullers with 36, the Klingers with 
18, the Bretschers with 14, In 1678, there were 56 Ernsts, 
60 Mullers, 28 Schurters, 23 Weidmanns, 18 Schmidlis, 13 
Klingers. Other names are Kuhn, Crismann, 8twiner, Herzog, 
Hilderbrand, Wahl, Wettstein, Dubendorfer, By 1707, the 
Ernsts numbered 54, the Mullers 71. Popular given’ names 
among the Ernsts seemed to have been Hans, Tagli, Heinrich, 
Kaspar, Abraham, Uli or Ulich, and Kumrat or Konrad. Hein- 
rich seems to have been the all-time favorite, a Heini Exnst 
being mentioned as far back as 1416, 


The authenticated line of the Ernst family from which the 
American subjects of this book are descended began in the 
early seventeenth century, 


te ysils¥ aed? igdt fate ap 
agat ancy aay a Tei 
ai1seg 2% Bf ; Be 


tier t Io is 8 #9 
eGxewell to Tint abine Soe Yds 


to adwehbasossh , 
Ans fhrosee Pas ' 


epee) ‘en se ee 
Boy 
wate $e wa . i ts 
7 


~ his ais. : aoutey 


are ae . {380 ., ‘% 
eladasclo dtl be ob oitioc Ae! 
berkildstgs Baw ,taevgeD 3. 30% 


- ey 


oat ooati¢rHy to ebtooex ent mat “atl oat 
orow siseat *ysdt awode avsaneo 8 
$8 to fesot s 10 dotiidiewW St Sra S pnaeaae 
smsoo & .pCél wey od? nl -mottaly yk Hast 
raegua ast ,vowilssia ot evenn® r3as 
arin stegmiiy oat .3¢ ddiw exeliow edd ozew F 
atecrra oe eres etedt ,BYGl at ff « i 
“f ,atlsinto? 6L ,eammmbtew €S in 
*BORI9OH ,Yealete uwmenelt <jdek ome St 
eit? OVE Ta ite Trobasdag itt ‘- tte 
asman ‘nevis refyqot * ff ert: pal 
.MotuateL LIget ,ecae oeed ge ‘ 
-aicH .d5@tHo4 TO teense bas 
term intek 2 .etixovel nathecie ame ost 
eOLpE eh Pet 


ant dlo.tchw aoxt tust 
env st gaged bs ASIEBD 9 ioe. ett 


1. HANS ERNST married Verena Krebser on June 21, 1606. 
Their children were Susanna, 1609; Barbara, 1619; and 


2 HANS JAKOB ERNST, born May 24, 1608. He married on 
September 20, 1633, Elsbeth Stamm. Their children 
were Jakob, 1635; Ursula, 1636; Hans Konrad, 1639; 
anna, 1640; and 


3e HANS HEINRICH BRNST, born February 6, 1642. On Jan- 
uary 10, 1669, he married Barbara Meisterhans, MTheir 
children were Jakob, 1674; and 


4¢ ULRICH ERNST, born May 1, 1671. On February 7, 1699, 
he married Judith Fischer. Their children were Ulich, 
1699; and 


5e FELIX ERNST, born January 25, 1705. He married Elsbeth 
oe mpg March 2, 1728. Their children were nna, 
; an 


6. HEINRICH ERNST, born June 8, 1730. 


fhe departure of Felix, his wife, and his children for An- 
erica seems to have been in 1742 or 1743 instead of 1738, 
as generally believed by some of their descendants. It is 
recorded by their minister, Pastor Pestalozzi, that they 
went "contrary to my admonition preached from the pulpit 
in a sermon especially devoted thereto and in spite of re~- 
monstrances in private." But he adds sympatheically, “The 
paternal oare of our sracious rulers is Christian, good, 
necessary, and praiseworthy. But along with this, it is no 
less good and necessary if one gives to the poor and induse- 
trious but unemployed people enough work for their neceas- 
sary sustenance, or otherwise, gives them reedy assistance}; 
then they would be glad to stay in their native land." It 
seems that the small towns of Switzerland, by this time 
were no longer able to support their populat on and that 
the ministers were being charged with the task of discour- 
aging the stampede to the New World. But the Ernsts left 
with the Heinrich Mullers and the Heinrich Bretschers, ob- 
viously headed for Philadelphia. eae 


But Felix and Elsbeth died during the voyage and were buried 
at sea. Heinrich and Anna landed at Norfolk, Virginia, 
where they were "bound out® as was often the fate of orphans 
of that day. They never met again, 


And Heinrich Ernst of Dattlikon became Henry Earnest of 
Virginia. 
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Henry was bound out to Lawrence Stephens (See STEPHENS). 
Here again family legend tells how the Stephenses became 
fond of Henry, and with Mrs. Stephens about to be ocon- 
fined, the boy was told that if he could find a midwife 
and if the baby was a girl, he could later have her as 
his wife. The midwife was found, the baby was a girl, 
and Henry and Mary Stephens were married about 1760, when 
she was eighteen. She was to live until 1838. 


But while Henry was waiting for her to grow up, he seems 
to have engaged in another activity not own to most of 
the present members of the family. His name is listed in 
Golonel George Washington's Virginia Regiment. In a re- 
port made at Will's Creek, July 9, 1754, he is mentioned 
as fit for duty; and as a private in Company M under the 
command of Captain George Mercer, he is receiving a salary 
of two pounds, eight pence. Washington's force had just 
taken part in the Battle of Great Meadows, in which they 
had been forced to surrender Port Necessity to the French 
and Indians. This was, of course, an engagement in what 
is generally called the Prench and Indian War. Whether 
Henry was in Washington's regiment the following year, 
when that group took part -- a gallant one -- in what is 
called Braddock's Defeat, the present author has been une 
able to learn. ‘ 


after their marriage, Henry &4nd Mary lived for awhile at 
what is now called Stephens City but which was then kmowm 
as Hewtown, Yirginia. Then they moved to the region that 
is now Greene County, Tennessee, although it was then a 
part of Washington County, North Carolina, They arrived 
in april 1777 and found themselves in beautfiul but wilder 
country than they had known in Virginia. Goodspeed's ex- 
cellent History of Tennessee has this to say: 


"When Henry Earnest became a pioneer of Greene 
County, but one family was west of him on the 
north side of the Unaka Mountain, They had to 
depend on the forts for safety to avoid mas- 
sacre by the Indians," 


No actual proof of Henry's participation in the aotual 
fighting of the Revolution exists. But Goodspeed states, 


"The intense loyalty of these pioneers to the 
american cause made this seotion extremely 
uncomfortable for Tory sympathizers." 


The Lookout in 1919 oontained a list of the taxpayers of 
Greene Gounty in 1783. It made this statement: 


i “f 


- : - J ; .° 
J ~o +> ya =! 
* kh ‘ 
\ 7 
- a S , 4 sph HA, 


noth Oot _ Wad one eee rt eam 


| ad 


‘OL Ittas evil of Baw « 


amse8 an ,gv worn of sed ast 
to teom of owoml ton vibrate 
ai betalil et amen eff 
~9t 8 at ,thentgek 2 rhV etsotga 
hesoltnem aL ad ,AeVL. 2 yoy adeot 
edt isha M qosqmoD al otayixg « e8 Ba 
yrelise a gurvisoss at en ,teoTs epic 
vast bed ootol alnotgaidea® .80% 
yodt sottw at ,awohees teeta Io aft 
fomext eft of wlaesoek tr0of cebae Tes 
dail al tmemegeyiie a8 .ostmseo Io , 3 Leif 
colvetW .x8¥ aeiint bas dopestt endy bell 
EEN aulwolfot osy tremtaet ata 
ei tare ot -- ono ingiieg 6 — Fae 
ats Mesd sad sodéue heat ods «i 


; 7. 
te ofldan xo® hovel yrot Ga8°¢ 
avomd sedt xagw dotda sud yvii0 ened 
tant oolsex ed? of beven godt ned? 
& geds com go) Aygvostle ,eousenast . 
beviwis Ysdl. .actlorag Miron y 
TEER, Jud sien. aig doe 
~xye @ S70 4n00 PY a] mek Dd Be 


. : - ‘ 2 r at te 7 ney \ 
: Lal 4% 1 oe: 
efgeyd Lo <agnotg # eos SESS EtOOT sia ra 
say a als YO t35e een (eet a0 | ad 4" oii 20 Se 
ot Sad. yedt .viatirolt b SROs | 
aru hLove oF “Wwetse tor adto2 pe a6 Gob 


", eneibar edt ee 
Seton eft at nottnateates..¢ ama ead 
,~eetata hescebood tut onde bce solty 
ent of axe agg onary to W towns ext é 
Yiouexs x6 cofvoss 6lat ao & 
* axorindteguys yxot tot : 


to ateyeqzes sf Io tell a bontatneo 2@ 
stnometeasye sidy sham 32 «cB 


"With few exceptions the men whose names ap- 
pear on this list were Revolutionary soldiers 
and patriots." 


Henry's name appears twice in this artiole. 


Henry Barnest and Jeremiah Jack were appointed tax as- 
sessors for the third civil district when in april 1783 
the General assembly of North Carolina established the 
County of Greene. In 1787, Henry was one of the peti- 
tioners of the General Assembly for a new government and 
a new state. He was a member of the County Court of 
Greene in 1792. 


Thus, abundant evidence exists that Henry Earnest was 

one highly respected in a community of american patriots 
and soldiers and that, whether soldier or not, he was 
obviously one who offered his services to the fullest in 
the cause of liberty. He is ranked as "Patriot" by The 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and his descendants 
are qualified to join that organization. 


For evidence of Henry's contribution to the cause of re- 
ligion in Tennessee, it is well to turn to the story of his 
eldest son, 


FELIX EARNEST (1762 - 1842) was born in Newtown, Virginia, 
and came to North Garolina with his parents when he was 
fifteen years of age. He is first heard of as a soldier 

at the great Battle of King's Mountain, one of the decisive 
struggles of the Revolution, when he was eighteen. The 
forces of Major Patrick Ferguson were attacked on October 
17, 1780, by men from Georgia and Virginia and the "“over- 
mountain men" from the Nollichucky and Wautauga settle- 
ments in Tennessee. fhese men,combining their forces and 
hurrying across country, caught Ferguson's army camped on 
the low ridge of King's Mountain, lying at the border of 
South Carolina and North Carolina, Attacking uphill, in 

a terrible two hours of fighting, the American riflemen 
crushed the British with a defeat which greatly influenced , 
the plans of Lord Cornwallis in his military objectives in 
this country. Evidence of Felix's participation is abundant. 


"The Rev. Felix Earnest was in Samuel Williams! 
company of Sevier's regiment. He was from 
Greene Coumty, Tennessee, where many of his 
descendants now live." 


King's Mountain Men -- White 
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"This fact was proved by the certificates of 
Messrs, Kennedy, Taylor, and Earnest, who 
belonged to Sevier's column on that day." 


King's Mountain -- Draper 


"Rev. Felix Earnest of Greene County, Tennes- 
see, February 28, 1823, certifies: 

'That I was in Sevier's regiment, Capt 
Williams! company at the Battle of King's 
Mountain -- that I was at the surrender 
and saw the enemy stacking their arms and 
a guard placed around them, but that I 
did not see Col. Campbell at the place of 
surrender for some minutes afterwards," 


King's Mountain -- Draper 


The entry in the Sons of the American Revolution Regis- 
ter concerning Colonel Felix Alexander Reeve, the son 
of Rebecca Ann Farnest, who was the daughter of Felix 
and Sarah (Oliphant) Earnest3 


"FPELIX BARNEST (1762 = 1842) of Greene County, 
Tennessee from Newtown, Virginia -- Private, 
Capte Daniel (sic) Williams! company, Col. 
John Sevier's Reg. at the Battle of King's 
Mountain, Private, Ensign, and Lieutenant, 
North Carolina Volunteers, Pensioned." 


It has already been suggested that the Earnests were 
influential in the religous life of the state. The 
strange beginning of this influence is best told in 

the words of the Rev. William Burke, who with Stephen 
Brooks, also a Methodist minister and husband of Henry's 
daughter, Anna Earnest, was on the Greene Circuit from 
1792 to 1793. 


"A peouliar circumstance took place some time in 
July. OM Nollichucky River there is a rich and 
thickly settled neighborhood, which afterwards 
went by the name of the Earnest neighborhood. 
There was but one Methodist in the neighborhood, 
the wife of Felix Earnest, who attended preaching 
when she could, being about five or six miles from 
the appointment. Felix was a very wicked man, Bee 
ing one day at a distillery and partially intoxi- 
cated, the Spirit of God arrested him. He immed- 
iately went home and inquired of his wife if she 
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kmew of any Methodist meeting &nywhere on that 
days It happened to be the day that brother 
Brooks preached in an adjoining neighborhood, 

and he immediately put off for the meeting. He 
arrived there after meeting had begun and stood 
in the door with his shirt collar open and his 
face red and tears streaming down his cheeks. He 
invited Brother Brooks to bring preaching into 
his neighborhood. He did so, and in two weeks 

I was around and preached to a good congregation, 
The Word of GOd had free course and was glorified. 
The whole family of the Farnests was brought into 
the Church, with many others, and by the first of 
September we had a large society formed. I left 
the work in September, but the work continued. 

In @ short time they built a meeting house, and in 
1795 the Western Conference had their annual sit- 
ting at the meetinghouse, and Felix Earnest was a 
local preacher," 


This meetinghouse was Ebenezer Church, the first Metho- 
dist church in East Tennessee, ad was built on land 
which was given by Henry Earnest. The original house 
was built of logs and was later displaced by a more 
modern structuree R. Ne. Price, in his Holston Metho- 
dism, says: Gras” 


"The establishment of this Society was an important 
event in Holston Methodist history. It became a 
flourishing church and exerted a great influence 
in East Tennessee. It has retained to the present 
day the Methodistic bias given it in 1792. fThe 
Earnest family has been financially, socially, and 
religiously one of the most prominent femilies in 
the State of Tennessee," 


An old classbook of Ebenezer shows that in 1843 sixty- 
nine Earnests had belonged to the church, not including 
those who had changed their names by marriage or had 
moved awaye 


Felix Earnest was licensed to preach shortly after his 
conversion. In 1806, he was ordained deacon hy Bishop 
Asbury at Ebenezer, and on October 3, 1825 was made an 
elder by Bishop Soule. His son, Stephen W. Earnest, 
joined the Holston Conference in 1827. Four of the 
sisters of Felix married Methodist ministers. Two of 
his nieces also married Methodist preachers, the Rev. 
James axley and the Rev. Enoch Mooree 


The Earnests attended camp meeting at the Stone Dam 
Camp Ground about a mile and a half north of Ebenezere 
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For forty years the five sons of Henry Earnest brought 
their families, erected their tents, and enjoyed "the 
feast of tabernacles" annually on this historic ground. 
Felix Earnest, ESqe, a learned lawyer of Jonesboro, was 
a son of Henry Earnest, Jr.e, stated that his most dis- 
tinct recollection was that of his grandmother happy at 
camp meeting. 


The Rev. Felix Earnest married twice; first, Sarah North, 
and second, Sarah Oliphant. He had nine children by 
each wife. And interesting grandson of Felix was D. L. 
Earnest, of Athens, Georgia, He was the son of Lewis 
Earnest and was known to members of the family as Luda. 
Professor Earnest, for many years teacher at the Univer- 
sity of Georgie, was a familiar sight as he bicyoled to 
and from classes, 


Here, before the Earnest line is continued, it is well to 
give all of the children »%f Henry Earnest. 


FELIX (who has just been discussed) 

LAWRENCE, who married Miss North and Miss Paine 
HENRY, JRe, who married Kitty Reeve 

JACOB, who married Mary Warren in 1799. (See WARREN 1) 
PETER, who married Ruth Fain 

MARY, who married Rev. George Wells 

ANNE, who married Rev. Stephen Brooks 
BLIZABETH, who married Rev. John Evans 

LOVENIA, who married Joseph Looney 

SARAH, who married Rev. Charles H. Warren 
REBECCA, who married Samuel DPD. W. Warren 


JACOB EARNEST (17757 - rts) is assumed by the present 
author to have been a farmer and to have remained on the 
original Earnest land which Henry had divided among his 
sons. These are the children of Jacob: 


BARTON L., who married Naroissa Le. Reeve 
MARIA, who married Humphrey Wells 

FELIX, who married Rachell Embree in pani (See EMBREE) 
THOMAS, who married Miss King 

RUTH, who married Gustavus Barron 
MARTHA, who married John King 

LYDIA JANE, who married Charles Embree 
ROBERT, who married Miss Telford 
LOONEY, who died unmarried 

EMBLINE, who died unmarried 
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8. FELIX WARREN EARNEST (1804 - 188-7) According to an 
account given to the author of this sketch by Felix's 
daughter Sabra, her father had taken part in the Gold 
Rush, heading to California by ship. He had beoome ill 
of an epidemic aboard the ship, was thought dead, and 
his body had been placed in the room with the other de- 
ceased to await burial. Just in time, someone noticed 
Signs of life about him, and he was nursed back to 
health. He returned to Tennessee without having reached 
California. This story seems strange, since Felix was 
very much a family man at the time. (Perhaps this tale 
referred to his father, Jacob.) 


In the census of 1850, Felix is named as "clerk," and 
he was later a merchant. 


In 1855 - 1856, he was postmaster of knoxville, Tennessee, 
At about the same time he was a trustee of the Knoxville 
Female Institute, 


At the beginning of the War Between the States he early 
made his sympathies known, In 1862, the names of certain 
Southern sympathizers were published in the Knoxville pa- 
per with the counsel that they leave town within. forty- 
eight hours. (It must be remembered that much of East 
Tennessee sided with the North, there being few slave 
Ommers and much strong anti-slavery feeling.) Having 

his family to think of, Felix refugeed to Dalton, Georgia, 
living briefly in a box car when no other accommodations 
were available. Then he continued to Atlanta, Georgia, 
where he stayed until Sherman's approach made it advisa- 
ble to go farther south, to Macon. Having returned to 
atlanta at the end of the war, he lived on Whitehall 
Street, about one mile south of Five Points. 


In the 1870's, he moved to Florida and entered the orange 
growing business, 


He and his wife are buried in the churchyard of Earnest 
Chapel, to which he had given the bell. It is located 
in Sanford, Florida. 


~—e 
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His children were these: 


CHARLES, who married Sally Maupin 
EMILY (or EMMA), who married William Patterson Chester 
ELIJAH, who married Miss Thrasher, the daughter of "Cousin" 
gohn Thrasher, pioneer Atlantan 
EDWARD WORLEY, who died unmarried 
SABRA HELEN, who married Dr. Thomas Abner Warren 
(See WARREN IT) 
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AN EARNEST DIES IN BATTLE 


On December 31, 1862, the Army of Tennessee under General 

Bragg advanced against Rosecrans in what Fletoher Pratt calls 
"a typical Southern attaok, dense crowds of men in butternut 
brown, bounding and yellinge" fhe 19th Tennessee,with fixed 
bayonets, was driving an Illinois division baok through a clump 
of cedars and toward the Nashville Pike. Suddenly Private 
Edward Worley Earnest was struck, his throat pierced by 4 minie 
ball. Ome of his brothers charging beside him caught him as he 
fell backwards. Almost immediately another shot went through 
Bdward's face. His two brothers and two friends obtained pere 
mission to carry him to the rear. A cannon shot blasted both 
the legs from one comrade carrying him. Edward died within a 
few minutes without having been able to speak. fMThe following 
account of his death appeared in the Knoxville Register for 
Wednesday morning, January 7, 1863, It is signed simply “a 
Soldier” -- in reality Private Parrott, a friend of a prominent 
Fennessee fanily. 


EDWARD W. EARNEST 


Another heart chapter in the history of this wicked, 
cruel war has been written; another family has been 
stricken; another representative of our Southern youth 
has sacrificed his life upon the altar of his country. 


On Wednesday, December 3lst, on the bloody field of 
Murfreesboro, the eyes of EDWARD W. EARNEST were closed 
in death. He fell, pierced by two balls, either of 
which would have proved fatal, 


Of all the young men who have gone forth from this city 
to battle for our freedom, the cold hand of death could 
have been laid on no one who was more generally respected 
and beloved, or who would have been more sincerely re- 
gretted, than the subject of this notice. In the ordi- 
nary walks of life, he always bore himself with good ree 
port. Faithful to every trust, kind and obliging to all 
with whom he came in contact, an obedient son, a loving 
brother, and unassuming, yer unswerving, friend..--"None 
knew him but to love hin, i 


Early in the present difficulties, impelled by a stern 
sense of duty, coupled with no momentary excitement, he 
entered the lists in defence of his native South and her 
freedom. He was & member of the "Knoxville Guards," the 
first company raised in this county, and with that com- 
pany has served in the 19th Regiment Tennessee Volunteers 
from its organization to the pees a ge = 
his regiment in three pitched battles -- ng Cree 
Shiloh. and wurrreseuors =. through the first two unscathed 
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but to perish in the third. From his enlistment to his 
death, no one performed his duties devolving upon hip 
as @ soldier with more cheerful alacrity or more devo- 
tion to the cause he h&d espoused than he. Whether in 
camp, on the march, or on the battlefield, he was al- 
ways found at his post. -- 


But he is gone -- the worthy citizen, the dutiful son, 
the affectionate brother, the trusty friend, the faithe- 
ful soldier, has passed "to that bourne whence no travel- 
ler returns.* No more will his smile gladden the house- 
hold of which he was the idol. His father has grasped 
his manly hand for the last time; no more will his mother 
kiss that noble brow; his brothers and sisters have re- 
ceived their last token of his affection. At reveille 

he wakes not, and at tattoo is still sleeping. He is 
gone! How lonely, how desolate that sound.== Gone! never 
to return again. A father's grief, a mother's touching 
sobs, a sister's bitter tears, a brother's manly sorrow 
awake him not. Weep on,afflicted ones, you have lost one 
worthy of your mourning. If the condolence of friends 
would alleviate your suffering, how gladly would we mingle 
our tears with yours. But the precincts of family sorrow 
are all too sacred for the footsteps of outside sympathy. 
It is holy ground -- trample not upon it. 


The present writer hasseen the spot. The Nashville Pike, the 
clump of cedar trees, the rocky hillside where Edward fell 
are still there. Only the fighting and a soldier of nine- 
teen are missing -- but they were caught forever in a piece 
of florid Victorian prose by a comrade, 
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7. PETER BARNEST (1777 -- --- -), the youngest son of Henry 
Earnest, was married to Ruth Fain and settled on one of 
the farms from the original land grant to his father. 


8. NICHOLAS EARNEST (-e-- -- ---=-) married Martha Cannon, 
He was a merchant at Rheatown, Tennessee, not far from 
the original Earnest neighborhood on the Nollichuckey. 


9. DRe JOHN GUILDFORD EARNEST (1842-5-16 -- 1932-10-7) was 
born in Rheatown and attended several schools in the vi- 
cinity, later graduating from Emory and Henry College in 
Virginia. at the outbreak of the War Between the States, 
he enlisted in Company K, 16th Tennessee Regiment. He 
was once captured and was on parole for a short time; 
otherwise he never missed a battle in which his regiment 
took parte 


After the war, he decided on a medical career and enrolled 
in 1865 at Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia. He 
practiced in several Tennessee towns, particularly Madisone- 
ville, until 1881, when he moved to Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. 
Barnest was well known as one of the first qn Atlanta to 
own an automobile,in which he made his medical rounds --ar- 
riving a little late, however, for the present author's 
birth in 1908. 


Dre Earnest married Martha A. Moffett,and they were the 
parents of five children, 


NORA G. 
JOSIE M. 
NELLIE G. 
STACEY 
NICHOLAS W. 


10, NORA G. BARNEST (died 1950) married Charles S. Northen, 
CHARLES S. NORTHEN of Birmingham, Alabama 
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ALLEN 


The Allens were of Imglish stock and were in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, by 1683, 


le 
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6. 


ROBERT ALLEN came south to Greene County, Tennessee, (then 
North Carolina) before the Revolution and settled on the 
plantation he had acquired on the Nollichuckey River. 


DANIEL ALLEN, his son, was also a successful planter on 
the same land his father had been given. 


ISAAC ALLEN acquired another piece of land that was to be 
known &5 Allen's JAnding. He married Mary Earnest, the 
daughter of Peter Earnest. 


DANIEL BARNEST ALLEN (12-19-1847 -- 9-14-1879) moved to 
Dalton, Georgia, and married Susan Reese Harris (See CHESTER) 
on 3=25=1870. 


IVAN ALLEW (3-1-1877 -- -----) married Irene Susannah 
Beaumont, the daughter of albert Beaumont and Harriet 
Walters Beaumonte He was one of the first merchants in the 
state to engage in the business of office outfitting and 
was immediately successful, He early became prominant in 
politics, serving from 1919 till 1921 in the Georgia State 
Senate; in 1940 and again in 1944 he was Chairman of the 
National Democratic Campaign Committee. But principally 
his energy has been felt in local development. He was presi- 
dent of the atlanta Chamber of Commerce during World War I 
and is past president of the Atlanta Merchants association 
and of the National Stationers Association. He was instru- 
mental in bringing the Southeastern Fair to Atlanta, having 
served as chairman of its board, and he has headed the At- 
lanta Convention Bureau, Mr. Allen was active in launching 
the Boy Scout movement in Atlanta and has continued his ine 
terest in that work. He has served on the County Welfare 
Board and as a trustee of Oglethorpe University and of the 
Atlanta art Institute. MThe author of several books deeling. 
with Georgia and Atlanta history, he was appointed in the 
1930's to the Georgia Bicentennial Commission.: A member of 
a number of fraternal orders, he has been recognized as one 
of Atlanta's first citizens in social and business affairs, 
and in 1926 was awarded the certificate of distinguished 
service by the city of atlanta and the Chamber of Commerce. 


IVAN ALLEN, JR. (3-15-1911 -- -----) married Louise Richardson, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Richardson. As this book 
goes to press, Mr. Allen has just been elected mayor of At- 
lanta, a community of over one million people. 
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CHESTER 


The Chester family is English, coming to America from the town 
of Chester in northwest England and settling in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. 


1. 


26 


de0 


4e 


DR. WILLIAM PATTERSON CHESTER came from Philadelphia to 
JOneshoro, Tennessee, in 1794, where he practiced medicine, 
was & large landowner, and built on the north side of Main 
Street what was then the largest building in town, an inn 
on the stagcoach line through the Cherokee nation. Presi- 
dents, governors, and generals were among its guests. 


WILLIAM PATTERSON CHESTER, JR. (1801 = 1886) was born on 

the Nollichuckey River plantation and, after moving to sev~- 
eral places, settled at Spring Place, in the Cherokee nation, 
now Murray County, Georgia. 


MARY ADANS CHESTER (1828 -- 1901) married Dr. George Reese 
Harris in 1849. He was from Pendleton, South Carolina. 

The Reeses were & Welsh family, and the immigrant ancestor, 
Reve David Reese had come to what is now Pennsylvania in 1700. 
But his son, David, had moved to North Carolina, David Reese 
had been one of the signers of the Mecklenburg Declaration of 
Independence, a document too famous to discuss heree Dr. 
Reese died at Tunnel Hill and is buried at Old Stone Churoh 
near Ringgold, Georgia. In the meantime, Mary's father had 
moved to Dalton, Georgia, with which the family is best ase 
sociated and had built a fourth Chester Inn. He served Dalton 
as postmaster under both Union and Confederate governments, 


Susan Reese Harris, the daughter of Dr. George Reese Harris 
and Mary Adams Chester, has already been identified as the 
mother of Ivan Allen, 


(A third William Patterson Chester married Emily Earnest, 


the daughter of Felix Warren Earnest, and lived in Dalton; 
but the marriage was childless.) 
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EMBREE 


The birthplace of the Embrees is said to be Embrun, France, 
an important center in the days of the Romans, Later the 
Embrees, Huguenots, were iron workers in Normandy. In the 
colonial days in America, the name was spelled in various 
wayss ambry, Bury, Eubrey, Enbre, d’Finbree 

19354771 


1. ROBERT AMBRY was in New Haven, Conneoticut, in 1643 and 
died in Stamford in 1656. 


2e MOSES BMBREE was born in 1652 and lived in Hampstead, 
Long Island from 1670 to 1680. 


3e MOSES EMBREE and wife Mary ------ lived at Little Egg 
Harbor, N.Je, in Philadelphia County, and in Lancaster 
County and died there in 1748, 


4- MOSES BMBREE was born in 1719 and died about 1800. He 
married Margaret Elleman, daughter of John Elleman and 
Mary John, in 1752. He moved to Orange County, North 
Carolina, in 1753 and to Newberry County, South Carolina, 
in 1769 and to Washington dGounty, Tennessee (then North 
Carolina) in 1782. 


5e THOMAS EMBREE was born in 1755 and died in 1833. He 
went from South Carolina to Virginia to be trained in 
iron working and in Shenandoah County married Esther 
Coulson in 1781. She was the daughter of Samuel Coulson 
and famar Allen, who was the daughter of John Allen and 
Esther Woolman, the aunt of the famous Quaker, John 
Woolman, whose Jownal was so much admired by the English 
essayist, Charles Lamb, 


6. ELIHU EMBREE was born. in 1782 near New Market, Virginia, 
and died in 1820 in Tennessee. His first wife was .inne 
Williams, the daughter of Abraham Williams. His seoond 
wife was Elizabeth Worley Oarriger, & widow (See WORLEY). 
Blihu's life is to be found in the Dictionary of American 
Biogra andelsewhere. His paper, the kw@ancipator is 

() © be the first publication entirely devoted to 
abolition in North America, 


7e RACHEL BMBREE was born 6-6-1809 and married Felix Warren 
Earnest 6-1-1831. 
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STEPHENS 


There are a great many blank spotsin the genealogy of the 
Stephens family -- especially as regards dates, The nation- 
ality is in doubt to some extent, although "German" seems to 

be the right answer. Peter Stephens (or Stephan) signed his 

name in German, Lawrence signed himself as a "German Protestant, * 
but he also translated a certain document from the original 
Dutch. "German" was the term for Germans, Dutch, or Swiss in 


the 1700's. 
Heidel berg 


de PETER STEPHENS (1690? -- 1757) was -probabiy born in ,Ger- 
many, in the section called the Palatinate, from whi 80 
many Germans were coming to Pennsylvania and Virginia at 
that time, He is first seen in Rockland County, New York, 
and from there journeyed to Pennsylvania, He is sey cece 
to have married first about 1710 or 1712 -- perhaps to a 
Miss Lewis, from whom his son Lewis is named. At German- 
town, Pennsylvania, tradition says he married Maria Christina 
Rittenhouse, (fhe present author, in examining two different 
books on the Rittenhouse family, has been unable to find a 
Maria Christina listed, but this does not necessarily prove 
the tradition wrong.) Peter seems to have been in the 
group with Jost Hite (or Heydt), sometimes called the "old 
German baron,” probably because of his wealth, and came to 
the Shenandoah Valley with them in 1732. Hite settled on 
Opequon Oreek, but Stephens went on about two miles farther 
south and built on Stephens Run (or Crooked Run) a log 
house whioh was still standing in 1850, Peter Stephens is 
probably buried in an unmarked grave in the Old German (Ste- 
phens) Reform Cemetery at the south end of Stephens City, 
Virginia, 


2. LAWRENCE STEPHENS (not later than 1723 -- 1776)was probably 
born in New Jersey or Pennsylvania. He is probably the son 
of Maria Christina rather than that of the first wife of 
Peter. Lawrence was overseer of roads and ancutstanding 
member of his community. Incidentally, the town was called 
Stephensburg in 1758, Newtorwm after 1800, and Stephens City 
Since 1880, Lord Fairfax lived a little over.five miles 
away at Greenway Court, snd the families seem ‘to have been 
intimate. It was there also that Lord Pairfax's protege, 
George Washington, lived for a while. (Note the section 
dealing with Henry Earnest's service in Washington's regiment, 
which was recruited mostly from Frederick County.) 


3, MARY STEPHENS (1742 -- 1838) is sometimes said to be the 
daughter of Peter Stephens, But Lawrence's oan George 
William (a bachelor) mentions Mary Earnest as his sister, 
and he makes her a bequest of ten pounds in his Will, Her 
mother is not certain. Lawrence's seoond wife was Mary Bowman. 
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WARREN I 


The name is Norman, originating on the Varenne or Garenne River 
in Normandy. The second William was already Count of Warenne 

in Normandy when he came to England with his second cousin, 
William the Conqueror, who also made him Earl of Surrey. From 
1088 until the death of Lord John in 1348, the de Warennes were 
thus the Earls of Warenne and Surrey. John died without legal 
issue, but by his marriage to Joan of Stockport's daughter, 
Cecily de Eton, the first Sir Edward became Baron of Stockport, 

a title held by the family until the death of Sir George in 1801. 
This line was known as the Warrens of Poynton, 


HERFASTUS, a Danish knight -=- Emma, sister of Duchess Gunnor 
WALTER DB ST. MARTIN -- daughter of Herfastus 

WILLIAM DE WARENNE -- daughter of Ralph de Torta 

apa A DE WARENNE -- Gundrada, sister of Gherbod, Earl of 
Chester 

WILLIAM DE WARENNE -~ Isabella de Vermondois, daughter of Hugh 
the Great, crusader, and brother of King Philip of France 
WILLIAM DE WARENNE -=- Adela de Talvas, daughter of Willian, 
Count de Ponthieu 

ISABBL DB WARENNE -- Hameline Plantagenet, natural son of 
Geoffrey d'anjou (Hameline took the name of de Warenne,.) 
WILLIAM DBE WARENNE -- Matilda, daughter of William Marshall, 
Earl of Pembroke 

JOHN DE WARENNE -- Alice de Lusignon 

pr a DE WARENNE -- Joan de Vere, daughter of the Earl of 
Oxftor 

JOHN DE WARENNE -- Matilda de Nerford (7) 

SIR EDWARD WARREN -=- Cecily de Eton, daughter of Sir Nicholas 
SIR JOHN WARREN -- Margaret Stafford, daughter of Sir John 
oh WARREN -= Agnes de Wynnington, daughter of Sir 
Richar 

SIR LAWRENCE WARREN -- Margary, daughter of Hugh Bulkley 
JOHN WARREN -- Isabel Stanley, daughter of Sir John, K.G. and 
Steward in Household of Henry IV 

SIR LAWRENCE WARREN -- Isabel Legh, daughter of Robert Legh 
of Adlington 

SIR JOHN WARREN -- Eleanor Garrard, daughter of Sir Thomas 
LAWRENCE WARREN -- Margaret, daughter of Sir Piers Legh of 


Lyme 
SIR EDWARD WARREN -- Dorothy, Sir William Booth of Dunhane- 
Massey 
JOHN WARREN -- Margaret Molyneux, Sir Richard of Sefton” 
SIR EDWARD WARREN -- Ann Pavenport, Sir William 
JOHN WARREN -- Ann Ognell 
EDWARD *STAG" WARREN -- Margaret Arderne 
HUMPHREY WARREN came to Maryland in 1663. 
THOMAS WARREN -- Mary Barton, William Barton, Jr. 
BARTON WARREN -- Lydia Hawkins 
ROBERT WARREN -~- MARTHA STANLEY -- fought in Revolution 
MARY WARREN -- Jacob Earnest 
“descendant of Edward I 
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WARREN II 


This family has not been traced very far and must be com- 
mented upon only briefly until the last few generations, 
According to Sabra Earnest Warren, her husband's family 

and that of her grandmother were not connectede MThe fan- 
ily is by tradition from Virginia. l[Ater they were in 
North Carolina and then in Edgefield County, South Carolina, 


1. THOMAS WARREN &and his wife, Elizabeth --- He was a 
planter in Edgefield. He made his will on September 4, 
1815, leaving various properties to his children: John, 
Gracey Martin, Thomas, Milley, Burris, Edward, Nancy, 
and James. The will was recorded on January 6, 1821. 


2 THOMAS WARREN married Milly --- (Amelia Waldroup? ) 
Obviously he was married twice, the older children bee 
ing Wallace, Wilkins, Sampson, Warrenton, and Washington. 
Younger sons by his second wife were Waldroup, John, and 
Thomas I, fhe family moved to Georgia in 1827, settling 
on Big Potato Creek in Pike (now Spalding) County. 


3e WALDROUP WARREN (1812 -- 187-7?) married Mahala Weatherly, 
the daughter of Leven Weatherly, whose néme appears in 
the Land Lottery in Twiggs County, in 1818. MTheir child- 
ren were Aemilia E., who married Mr. Randall; Lucinda, 
who died young; William Edward David, who died unmarried; 
Blizabeth, who died young; James We Se was captured at 
Gettysburg and died in Point Lookout Prison, Maryland; 
Waldroup F. H., who died young; and Thomas Abner, who 
married Sabra Helen Earnest. 


4e DR. THOMAS ABNER WARREN (1839 -- 3-1-1891) was born in 
Pike County, Georgia, and was educated at the local schools. 
He attended medical sehool in Cincinnati, Ohio. Returning 
to Georgia, he began to practice medicine in Twiggs County. 
On May 27, 1861, he enlisted in Company I (Twiggs Guards), 
6th Georgia Regiment. On June 10, he was appointed assis- 
tant surgeon with the rank of captain. This regiment was 
the first to leave Georgia for the fighting in Virginia. 
Here he caught pneumonia and was invalided home, resign- 
ing because of disability on March 10, 1862. Recovering 
his health, he was commissioned a full surgeon (major) by 
the Surgeon General in Atlanta on February 7, 1863, and 
was assigned to the Provost Guard, Army of the Tennessee, 
On May 31, 1863, he was reassigned, this time to the Roy 
Hospital on Whitehall Street. Later he was made surgeon 
of the 4th Georgia Reserves, Gartrell's Brigade, and also 
served at Andersonville Prison Campe 
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On April 26, 1865, he had married Sabra Helen Earnest. 
He practiced medicine in Griffin, then moved to Atlanta 
in 1887. He lectured for awhile at the Georgia College 
of Eclectio Medicine in Atlanta. Injured by a kiok from 
one of his horses, he died on March 1, 1891, and was 
buried in Griffin. 


JAMES EDWARD WARREN (2-1-1866 -- 1-10-1945) was born at 
the home of his grandfather, Felix Warren Earnest, on 
Whitehall Street, Atlanta. Shortly after his birth, the 
family moved to Griffin, where he later attended the Sam 
Bailey Institute. He graduated from Emory, where he bes» 
longed to chi Phi and Phi Gamma, He read law in the of- 
fice of Judge L. P. Westmoreland. In 1890, he became 

the law partner of General Lucius J. Gartrell, one of the 
state's distinguished criminal lawyers and his father's 
former commanding officer, 


On June 4, 1902, he married Jean Morrison Mauck, the daugh- 
ter of Marcellus Mifflin Mauck, a merchant of Atlanta. 


He entered politics and became Councilman 1902 = 1903, 

member of the Board of Education 1903, Alderman 1911 - 

1912 =- 1913, was on the Park Committee 1911 and the Fi- 

rine ie 1912, and served Atlanta as Mayor Fro Tem 
e 


He was a@ Steward of Trinity Methodist Church. 
His children are these: 


LAURA HELEN WARREN (1903 ) wnmarried 
JAMES EDWARD WARREN, JR. (1908 ) unmarried 


DR. WILLIAM CHESTER WARREN (19870 -- 1940), the Second son 
of Thomas Abner and Helen (Earnest) Warren was born in | 
Griffin. after the family had returned to Atlanta, he at 
tended Boys! High School and was later graduated from the. 
Atlanta Medical College, which afterwards combined with 
Emory University. Shortly after his graduated, he was 
made City Physician and occupied that post for seven yearse 
Then he engaged in general practice for another seven 
years. Having studied in New York and abroad, he returned 
to atlanta and to specialized practice, devoting himself 
exclusively to eye, ear, nose, and throat work. 


He w&s an honorary member of the Fulton County Medical 


Society, the Knights Templar, and the "Hundred Club" of 
the Atlanta Shrine. 
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He married annie Dodd, the daughter of Green Dodd, 
Atlanta businessman, 


His children are these; 


6. DR. WILLIAM CHESTER WARREN, JR., who married Catherine 
Candler 


6. DRe GREEN DODD WARREN, who married Irene Thomas 
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Above; kmbree home, built 
in 1796 
Right,above; building where 
Elihu Embree published 
the Emancipator, 1820 
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The present family may have been the one descended from 
the prominent family of Kent. James Worley of Dodington 
had a son, Stephen Worley, who married Anne Bateman, Their 
son, Henry, may have been the Henry mentioned below. 
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HENRY WORLEY of Bedlam, Parish of Bishopgate, London, 
died 12-14-1674 of a fever and was buried in Friends 
Ground at Checker Alley (Burnhill Fields) London. His 
wife was ann Stone, daughter of Henry Stone. As the 
widow Worley, she married Caleb Pusey at Devonshire 
House 3-7-1681. With her three children -- Franois, 
Henry, and ann -- they came to America with William 
Penn and lived in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 


FRANCIS WORLEY married in 1693 Mary Bracey, daughter of 
Thomas Bracey, &@ large landowmmer, who was killed in 
King Philip's Ware Francis died in 1726. 


FRANCIS WORLEY 91694 -- 1768) settled in Lancaster 
County and married Charity ------- =. 


NATHAN WORLEY (---<-- -- 1823) lived in York Cownty and 
served in the Revolution in Captain Reinhart Boot's 
Company. He married Abigail ------ =o 


JOHN WORLEY married Nancy Hendry in Frederick County, 
Virginia, in 1772, and they settled at “Turkey Tow" in 
Washington County, Tennessee, in 1782. Nancy was the 
daughter of George Hendry and Deborah Borden, who married 
in 1746. George was the son of Thomas Hendry, who was 
married in 1710 to ann Thomas by the Rev. Cotton Mather. 
Thomas's father was John Hendry, who married ---- Tathan, 
daughter of John Tatham, Deputy of West Jersey. John 
was the son of George Hendry, who married Jeane Graham a 
Canon-gate, Edinburgh, 2-10-1648,If this ann Thomas was 
the Ann Thomas who was the daughter of Benjamin and Ann 
Billing Thomas, she was a descendant of Edward IIIand 
Sir Henry Percy ("Hotspur"), 


ELIZABETH WORLEY married Elihu Embree, 3-13-1808, 


21 


mort hshieoeeb sno ert ased evan. yiimes vnees 
no¢vgnipod to ysfio# eoms Yimer Snenteor 
thom? .afasted beit ome m teed eat Ss 
woled beroitien YxaoH ont & ced eva om « ae 

“ “he [ = 7 

obmod ,etegqordets To detusd e ba: ye 
ebsotsi ct betwd esaw bue tovet  bradshinei badb i 
eth ,.fohnol (@bLatt gto soda ae Astood> Th 


efit AA emote YuneH dua. +2 OMA Ga yeti 
outdenoved +8 ae PEP oe 3S yoltoW wob.tw 
~eiones% -- nou sst-r-e eavoH 


mete pine cee eeS 2 Ses 


to tetngvsbh ,ysoasd yea 264i of betraae Yaliow SIONART a] + 


gt boiftx exer a ol ‘toqobmel epial ® .ys0std eanodyt 
<oSys sey mi <a, etqtiled aokk 


teteAciad at belttea 


ere wb alas 


saa Mod AxoY ob pevid (288 ve : 
vood sxRARL riBegsD. MOLE, 


hee Aostehbex® al yubase qorait betuxen YalAow ano 
iwot yexw?” ta seurare te it 516 ‘si. ot 
* itt chw Youad SB ee z" f a) 
baivzam Odw ,nebiod i ale rs “‘yrbiok . veel to 
son onw ,Trbish asmog? to aoe edie ogrars lon 
wiosktam aottod .vem st yd eaméd? ott, OF OLTL ak Detrxen £ 
Meisel ~-e~ bet rane ow ,yubneH stot see tedvel e'sanod? js f 
col .Yeeiteat teaW to yeqed .edteR? aot to retdgueb i‘ f. 
| MBABTD grist bo frtem ona ,¥1baeh egxresd to moa sit sew agi 
aaw samom? ook elit t2 .apal-ores vig uidatom orea-6 i 
Nek baa Tinsiaeg to Tetrigueh sat sen Ost ee 
Hreaili bxyawbg to taabasoc3eh & saw ode pate am. 
o(*rqeros") Yo Yate ee ; 


,BOGE-EL-€ ,serdee udtia betirem TRLAO" womens 


